
Easter Sunday Bulletin Reflection 2020 
 
In the second reading for Easter Sunday, St. Paul tells us to “seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God.  Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.”  This can be hard for many of us to do not only in the usual 
routines of life, but perhaps even more so with the coronavirus.  The reality of all that is happening on our earth can 
easily absorb our time, focus and energy – wading through the complexities of social distancing and staying at home, 
worrying about family and friends, watching the daily news and waiting for some good news that things are getting 
better, rather than worse.  The reality of all that is on earth can be so consuming that it is hard to look beyond to what is 
above. 
 
And yet, in the midst of all that is happening on earth, we celebrate the great feast of Easter; the amazing promise that 
there is more to life than the present moment and all that we see before our very eyes.  We celebrate the profound truth 
that Jesus lived, died and rose from the dead.  In the words of St. Paul, we believe that “we who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.  We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.”  We believe that by 
dying with Christ our old self has been crucified and our sinful bodies done away with so that we are no longer slaves to 
sin, but have the prospect and promise heaven, of eternal life with God.   
 
The question we may ask is how do we make that transition from just living in the present moment, whether that is being 
preoccupied with the daily things of life or consumed and overwhelmed by all the pain and affliction caused by a 
worldwide pandemic, to setting our hearts and lives on the greater things of heaven.  How do we move from the things of 
earth to what is above?  We can find some answers in the lives of those who first witnessed and experienced the 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 
The gospel tells us that Mary Magdalene came to the tomb very early in the morning, while it was still dark.  Mary was 
fixed in the present moment, overwhelmed by grief, but then amazing events began to happen.  The body of Jesus was 
no longer in the tomb, angels said that he was risen and word was spreading all through Judea that Jesus was alive.  The 
transition for Mary was to see beyond the present moment, to see beyond the hurt and devastation, and to believe in the 
possibility of something that seemed impossible.  The transition of moving from what is of earth to what is above is a 
transition of moving from what we know and see to what we don’t see and still believe.  As we read in Hebrews 11, 
“Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.”  Seeking what is above requires us to 
believe in what is unseen. 
 
Peter also shows us how to move from what is of earth to what is above.  He does so by recalling the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  Peter recalled how Jesus was baptized by John and he went about doing good and healing all those 
oppressed by the devil because God was with him.  Peter recalled how Jesus was put to death on the cross, raised by God 
on the third day and how he commissioned his followers to preach and testify to the truth, that he was appointed by God 
as judge of the living and dead.  Peter transitioned from what is of earth to what is above by recalling and witnessing the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  That is why we too celebrate and remember the great feast of Easter; that we too 
may see beyond what is on earth, to what is above and to be sent forth to proclaim the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus by our witness and our words. 
 
We pray this day not only for all that is happening on earth and healing for our world, but also with our hearts and lives 
set on what is above, trusting that with God all things are possible and all things are made new.   Fr. Ken   
 

Parkway Ministerial Association/Food Pantry - CCD Classes were collecting 
money as their Lenten service for Parkway Food Pantry. If you haven’t turned in 
your money, there is a container in the lobby of the church. We are always 
accepting non perishable food items, the basket is in the lobby. Now is a great 
need for these donations! 
 

Thanks to all who ordered Easter Candy. Also thanks to those who helped with 
orders.  
 

Let us pray, dearly beloved, for a swift end to the coronavirus pandemic that 
afflicts our world, that our God and Father will heal the sick, strengthen those 
who care for them, and help us all to persevere in faith. Almighty and merciful 
God, source of all life, health and healing, look with compassion on our world, 
brought low by disease; protect us in the midst of the grave challenges that 
assail us and in your fatherly providence grant recovery to the stricken, strength 
to those who care for them, and success to those working to eradicate this 
scourge.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Jelly Bean Prayer 

Red is for the blood He gave. 

Green is for the grass He made. 

Yellow is for the sun so bright. 

Orange is for the edge of night. 

Black is for the sins we made. 

White is for the grace He gave. 

Purple is for His hour of sorrow. 

Pink is for the new tomorrow. 

An egg full of jelly beans, 

Colorful and sweet, 

Is a prayer, a promise, 

A loved one’s treat! 

Happy Easter Sunday!! 


