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Today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, describes how the early Christian community responded to 
a need of their time – people going hungry when gathered for the Lord’s supper. Some were being excluded 
from the distribution of food. Then, as throughout the history of the Church, the Church responded. In those 
days it was the institution of the diaconate, seven men who were commissioned to serve the hungry. This was 
the beginning of the ministry of the deacon, a ministry of word and charity. Today in a special way, let us 
remember and pray for our own Deacon Charlie Salway and all who exercise the diaconal ministry, both 
permanent and transitional deacons in the world today. 
 
The second reading today from the Acts of the Apostles appears to be sort of a homily/teaching to the newly 
baptized of the community. Peter urges the recently baptized, whom he calls "born again," and invites them to 
“come to [the Lord], a living stone, rejected by human beings but precious and chosen in the sight of God.” He 
is referring to Psalm 118. The original meaning of the Psalm was to call Israel, a stone rejected by the mighty 
empires around it, but nonetheless destined to become a foundation stone in God's own victorious work. Such 
is now true of Jesus, the rejected stone now becomes the foundation stone of the “spiritual house,” the Church. 
The baptized person is encouraged to participate in the victory of his resurrection. Preparing to describe the 
community as temple, he calls Jesus a “living” stone to highlight the reality that the Church is no inanimate 
object but a living unity, in which the new Christian is a living stone. 
 
The Gospel text is a rather interesting one for the Easter season as it was spoken to the disciples prior to Jesus’ 
death. St. John relates Jesus preparing his disciples for his suffering and death. What he says is in many ways 
too profound, too high minded for the disciples to understand. But let’s take a look anyway. It helps to see that 
the structure of the reading is fairly simple. First Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Obviously, 
they are upset, so it is a kindly directive. And second, he elaborates the reason they should not be upset, which 
is the essence of his thought. His initiating statement is this: “You have faith in God; have faith also in me.” 
 
Notice the two levels of meaning: The first is practical: trust me, I am your friend. But the second requires 
much more consideration: I am so much at one with God that you can believe in me in exactly the way you 
believe in God! 
 
Again, these words can encourage us in our present situation. We are constantly reminded of the pandemic we 
are in, from headlines in the newspapers, commercials on TV, social media, and the daily updates of the new 
incidences of the covid-19 and the deaths resulting from it. If we carefully read Jesus words, they can perhaps 
offer words of comfort. The Father has a house somewhere with a whole lot of rooms in it. Jesus has decided 
to go there and prepare a spot for each of the disciples. He will come back and take them to that place so that 
they and Jesus will all be together again. This is a supremely consoling image, isn’t it? 


