
Sixth Sunday of Easter  —  Deacon Charlie 
 

As I reflect on this Sunday’s second reading and what has been taking place in our world 
these days, it feels like we have been marching toward this chaos for a while.  In all of our 
attention on material things, our desire to get ourselves in a better place, we sometimes miss 
the mark when it comes to our future.  I am talking about, “How have we nurtured our Hope?” 

 
Hope.  The confident expectation of some desired good.  It is one of the three theological 

virtues we receive from God as a gift.  Hope is given to us no matter what is happening in life.  Hope 
involves the act on our part to bring about that desired good.  We also need to understand it 
may not be attained easily.  And so, I ask myself, “What have I done today to explain this 
Hope to someone?”  The events of today remind us how fragile life is and how vulnerable we 
are. They frighten us. They leave us asking, “What is going on, Lord?  Can’t you come and 
make this right?  Can’t you come and fix this now?  What are you waiting for? ” 

 
At a time when we should be celebrating with our future, our graduating class of 2020, we 

are given a less than desired scenario.  Fr. Ken, Fr Tim, myself, and our entire parish 
community want you to know that we are thinking of you and desire the best for you.  While 
we can’t celebrate together, we celebrate you spiritually.  I bring a message for you. Do all the 
ambitious things; travel, get rich, get famous, innovate, lead, fall in love, make and loose 
fortunes….but as you do, remember where to find your Hope!  Love as Jesus loved, believe as 
he believed, and live as he lived.  And, May God ’s grace and love continue to bless you!  

 
God’s life-giving hope sustains us when we feel helpless. Our very helplessness draws down God’s 

strength!  For this reason, when we lay bare our sin and weakness to God’s healing presence, he strengthens 
and heals us.  Jesus links our fidelity in following God’s commandments with our capacity to receive grace 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Following Jesus’ way of love is essential in developing a deeper relationship 
with God.  Yet, in a mysterious way, we open ourselves to this gift of Hope as we try to live the 
commandments and the beatitudes.  The more receptive our hearts, the more God will satisfy our longing for 
communion with him. 

 
Those who sincerely try to follow Jesus will find not only that truth is more transparent to them, but that 

God’s Spirit gives them the strength to live as Christ’s disciples, especially when the cost of discipleship is 
high.  Their relationship with God will grow more intimate, and they will experience God’s presence more 
intensely.  Loving Him, demands that we comfort others who feel alone, live the truth of the 
Gospel no matter the cost, take time to remain with those who are sick and suffering, see the 
goodness and inherent dignity in others, and believe in Him even when He seems so far away.  
Jesus was born into our brokenness; into a world messy with sin.  Jesus comes to open the 
doors of eternal life for us and bring healing.  We need to remember that, especially in times 
that are trying and confusing.  

 
Ultimately, this is our mission, a message of Hope, the Hope we bring to a broken world.  

We need to be bearers of Hope, even when the task seems impossible.  When all the good we 
do, seems wiped out by a senseless virus.  We know it isn ’t in vain because Jesus Christ is 
coming again, and we want to make His message known so that, when He does come, we won ’t 
be the only ones waiting.  We will have shared this hope that sin and death and suffering are 
not the end, and that something great lies ahead of us.  Until that day, we pray and we work. 
We hope and we share our hope. We weep with those that 
weep and rejoice with those that rejoice. We share Christ, 
and we pray, “Lord Jesus, come again.  Find us ready to be 
led back home.  For all our Hope is in You!”   


