
PRAYER FOR THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

 
Most of us remember where we were on the morning of September 11, 2001. We watched in horror as 

images of the terrorist attacks flooded the news media. We mourned the thousands of men, women, and 
children who perished in the World Trade Center, in the Pentagon, and in a field in Pennsylvania. Churches, 
synagogues, and mosques opened their doors as people tried to find meaning. Believers - old and new - found 
comfort, strength, and challenge in prayer. 

Certainly, September 11 will always be a day of solemn remembrance. Our nation will again express 
its grief. We ask God to be merciful to all those who died and to give them eternal rest. And we pray for our 
nation, still mourning so great a loss of life, still living under the possibility of more evil deeds, still at war 
with terrorist actions. We pray that we may be one nation “under God,” and with full trust in his love, 
compassion, and justice. On this twentieth anniversary, let us not only remember this tragic day, but also offer 
a prayer acknowledging a longing for peace, the peace that only Christ can give. 
 
A PATRIOT DAY PRAYER – XAVIER UNIVERSITY 
Holy God, Creator of all people and all nations,  
it is with sorrow and apprehension that we remember the tragic events  
that occurred on this day.  
 
We lift to you in prayer all those who died in the Twin Towers, at the Pentagon,  
and on United Airlines Flight 93 in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 
We entrust them to your loving care.  
Console their families, friends, and all who mourn this loss  
in the hope that all who trust in you find peace and rest in your Kingdom.  
 
We pray for those who courageously responded to provide aid and comfort to the afflicted.  
May their painful memories of that day  
be healed and transformed into strength and positive resolution.  
 
We also pray for ourselves as we seek your strength and guidance.  
We live in the aftermath of this tragedy and under the shadow of future acts of aggression;  
we stand in need of Your assistance.  
 
Enable us, dear God, to put an end to fear:  
by resolving to live lives that are based on respect for one another;  
by resolving to abide in a peaceful manner  
and never settle disagreements in our lives in a violent way;  
by resolving not to fall into the trap of blaming entire ethnic groups, races, or religions  
in response to acts of hostility;  
and by resolving that justice, not revenge, prevails in our world.  
 
Let us resolve that in the face of hatred, we will show love;  
that in times of despair, we will be voices of hope and creators of new dreams;  
that in times of darkness, we will be sources of light.  
 
Let us resolve that we never regard forgiveness as weakness,  
But rather as a source of strength in our lives and in our world.  
 
And, let us honor the memory of nearly 3,000 individuals who died on September 11, 2001 by resolving, with 
your help almighty God,  
to truly live this way, so you may be glorified  
and your love made known to others through us. Amen.   © JesuitResource.org 


